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Abstract

Community-Oriented Primary Care concept was derived from Professor. Sidney L Kark,
the pioneer practice of Social Medicine. Beginning in South Africa then in Israel and later to
Europe and United State of America and Latin America. The definition of Community-
Oriented Primary Care is a system of health care that unifies individual and community
medicine. Practitioners of community medicine need to answer the following cardinal
questions as followed: 1) What is the state of health of the community? 2) What are the
factors responsible for this state of health? 3) What is being done about it by the health
service system and by the community itself? 4) What more can be done, what is proposed,
and what is expected outcome? 5) What measures are needed to continue health surveillance
of the community and to evaluate the effects of what is being done? Answers to these questions
are related to each important areas of community medicine; namely community diagnosis,
community health care, surveillance of health, and evaluation of programs developed. The
essential characteristics of community health care should be 1) community-based health
care which include families, schoals, places of work, and residential institution. 2) community-
oriented care-promotion of health, prevention of disease and disability, curative services,

and rehabilitation. 3) community involvement.
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