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Abstract

An urgent need in the field of higher education in developing countries is the
strengthening of post-graduate teaching and research. The governments of developing
countries should set up a limited number of university departments for advanced training and
research in certain selected fields. Since the economic crisis in 1997, Thailand and the other
ASEAN countries have had limited resources to send highly qualified students for advanced
study and research abroad. The center of excellence program is intended to encourage the
pursuit of excellence and teamwork in studies and research and to accelerate the realization
of international standards in specific fields. With this objective in mind, it is proposed to give
active support and substantial as stance to promising departments in universities carefully
selected on the basis of quality and extent of work already done, their reputation and
contribution to research and potential for future development.

The reasons that developing countries should attempt as soon as possible to create
facilities in major subjects for the first class higher degree program in their own countries are as
follows : Firstly, the present widespread practice of sending the brightest students abroad
to take a higher degree makes it difficult to build native research students is the life blood of
a creative university postgraduate department. Secondly, the loss of highly qualified trained
people to developed countries when overseas students do not return to their homeland after
receiving a higher degree abroad will be reduced. And thirdly, it will save much foreign
exchange whether the money is provided by the government or private agencies. The center of

excellence program should be setup as quickly as possible in developing countries.

Keywords : center of excellence in specific fields, higher education
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