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ABSTRACT

This article has the purpose to present the governing pattern and structure in comparison
between Thailand and Myanmar as the two countries govern themselves similarly by the democracy
system but they are significantly different in term of the governing pattern and structure both in
national level and local level. Therefore, this article is a comparison study of the governments
based on the present constitutions of both countries that are the constitution of Thailand, 2017
and the constitution of the republic of Myanmar, 2008. The result of the study found that the
administration of Thailand and Myanmar are democratic by the system of parliament but still there
is authoritarianism hidden in the details of the constitution in a comparable way. For an example,
the constitution of Thailand, 2017, in the first 5 years, all senators come from nomination and the
constitution of Myanmar in year 2008 states that the 168 senators come from election and the rest
of 56 senators are soldiers by the appointment of the supreme commander. This can show that
the constitutions of both countries have the characteristic that centralizes the power only in some
group of people. For the difference of the governmental structure, Myanmar does not have the
distribution of power to local governmental organization as in Thailand because Myanmar has
many ethnic groups by which some of them do not accept Myanmar administration. Therefore, if
each state is permitted to be governeditself by the principle of local governing that gives a lot of
freedom in self-administration, this can cause division in the country by the states of ethnic

minorities.

Keywords: Comparative politics, political structure and model, Thailand-Myanmar
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